Welcome to your newsletter.
As we approach Autumn we reflect back over
the work of Citizen Advocacy team over the
Summer and plan for the coming months.
We would like to take this opportunity to share
this with you all, together with our latest news
and updates.

Project Evaluation:
We recently had an evaluation of the Citizen Advocacy Project.
This is to help us to understand what is working well and what we
can do to improve things.
Thank you to everyone who took part in the evaluation.

Steering Group Update:
The Steering Group, which is made up of Citizen Advocates
and Partners, have been meeting regularly on zoom.
They had a development session in April to think about the
past, present and future of the project.
They also joined some other Citizen Advocates and Partners
for a virtual afternoon tea in May. Everyone enjoyed some food, a
catch up and Angus themed quiz.
The group met with the evaluators in July to talk about how things are
going with the project.

We have been working with Third Sector Labs to redesign our Angus
Independent Advocacy website. Our new look will be more user friendly
and allow people to find the information they require with ease.

We have also set up a film group to develop short accessible films about
the different projects at AIA. These will be used on the website and for
awareness raising. The website is really taking shape and we are looking forward to sharing it with you all.

This is the last year of our current funding. The team
have been busy with and external evaluation, which will
hopefully help us to secure funding so the project can
continue. A lot of hard work went into the
evaluation with
a combined amount of hours of two weeks between the
team!

We would like to thank everyone who gave up their time to
speak with the evaluators, the whole team appreciate this
very much.

The Team took part in development sessions and the focus of
this was to discuss what is working well at Angus Independent
Advocacy and what we can be doing better. Lots of great
discussions were had over the course of a few sessions.

The whole team have been working on the outcomes form
this, one thing we have done from these sessions is to complete a one page profile. These profiles help us all to understand each other a bit better and shows our colleagues how
we like to be supported.

We will also be taking part in a communication session near
the end of the year. This session will focus on how we can
communicate with each other better and will help us to understand how our colleagues communicate.

We would also like to say farewell and good luck
to Michelle, who started in post in November last
year as a Citizen Advocacy Development Worker.
We wish her well in her new role as Countryside
Ranger - a change to her work here at Angus Independent Advocacy, but still very much in the
heart of the community.

.

Group Preparation– Session 1 Monday 27th September 9.30—12.30 (Zoom), Session 1 Thursday 30th September 1-4pm, Session 2 Monday 4th October9.30—
12.30, Session 2 Thursday 7th October 1-4pm.
A follow on from 1:1 preparation, allowing opportunities for participants to look
at citizen advocacy in real life and share experiences with other advocates.
The course also includes an overview of Adult Support & Protection in relation to
advocacy.
Human Rights & Advocacy - Wednesday 27th October 2021 2-5pm (Zoom)
An overview of how a human rights based approach can be used to support
advocacy partners to have their voice heard.
Non-Instructed Advocacy - Wednesday 17th November 10am-12pm 2021
(Zoom)
An overview of the principles of non instructed advocacy and how to use these
in practice. Non-Instructed advocacy is defined as “taking affirmative action
with or on behalf of a person who is unable to give a clear indication of their
views or wishes in a specific situation”.

Adult Support & Protection Refresher– January 2022 dates TBC (doodle poll to be
sent out)
An overview of Adult Support & Protection for those who have already
completed the course.

To book your place please speak to your development worker or contact
the team on 01241434413/ citizenadvocacy@angusindadvocacy.org
Please note:
 All sessions are currently scheduled to take place on zoom, but we may hold
these in person depending on numbers.
 All sessions will run depending on numbers
 If you are interested in any of the above sessions but the times do not suit
please let us know and we will note for future planning
 Group preparation is primarily intended for new advocates, but existing
advocates who want to refresh their knowledge are welcome to join if there is
capacity

Would you like to explore the nature of citizen
advocacy partnerships?
Come along and join us for a fun and interactive session on:

Wednesday 15th of December 2021
1:30pm to 4:30pm
Venue TBC

As it will be so close to Christmas, there will be the
opportunity to blether and enjoy some festive treats

Open to all Citizen Advocates & Partners

Further information will be sent out closer to the date

